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he underestimates evil. In speaking highly of the ethical element there 
is no purpose to depreciate the religious, for the whole work is suffused 
with reverence and love toward that "infinite Good Will" which is 
God. And the style of the book is well worthy of its spiritual sub- 
stance. 

William N. Clarke. 
Colgate University, 
Hamilton, N. Y. 



Can I Believe in God the Father ? Lectures delivered in the 

Summer School of Theology of Harvard University, 1899. 

By William Newton Clarke, D.D., author of What shall 

We Think of Christianity? and An Outline of Theology. New 

York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1899. ^P- 2I S- & 1 - 

The subjects of these lectures are (1) " A Practical Argument for 

the Being of God;" (2) "Divine Personality;" (3) "The Relation 

between God and Man," and (4) "The Moral Effect of the Doctrine 

of God." 

Whatever Dr. Clarke writes will be sure to find readers among 
thoughtful men, and these lectures, though addressed to a school of 
theology, are in form and style level to laymen of average intelligence. 
His method of putting the argument for the being of God is " prac- 
tical " and forcible. A godless universe must be a mindless universe, 
which this manifestly is not, and though the sin and suffering in the 
world may seem to forbid belief in a good God, yet the fact that there 
is any goodness in the world and that religion is normal to men com- 
pels the belief that God is good. The agency, or force, that produced 
and controls the universe being intelligent and benevolent, "a con- 
scious unity of intelligence, affection, and power," is, by the very defini- 
tion of personality, a person. The relation of this person to men 
involves authority, whether kingly or parental. In fact, it is both, the 
former manifested prominently in the infancy of the race, the latter in 
its increasing maturity. Man made in the image of God sustains to 
God a filial relation, but sonship is not complete till man accepts the 
relation with the spirit of filial trust and obedience, so that it is not 
absurd to say that one born a son may become a son of God, a true son 
in loyalty and affection. The author's discussion of divine fatherhood 
and human sonship seems to leave nothing further necessary. The 
conception of God as rightful ruler has produced in men a sense of 
duty. The conception of him as righteous in character has made them 
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feel that to secure his favor and approbation they must be righteous, and 
the belief in him as Father has deepened their sense of duty and of the 
ill-desert of sin. Thus men have been enabled to live in better con- 
formity to such moral standards as they had, and been helped pro- 
gressively to raise their standards. 

The discussion is so frank and candid as to disarm all prejudice, 
and so transparently clear and convincing that it cannot but be help- 
ful to all who honestly desire an intelligent faith in God the Father. 

N. S. Burton. 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Life beyond Death. Being a Review of the World's Beliefs 
on the Subject, a Consideration of Present Conditions of 
Thought and Feeling, Leading to the Question as to whether 
it can be Demonstrated as a Fact. To which is added an 
Appendix containing some Hints as to Personal Experi- 
ences and Opinions. By Minot Judson Savage, D.D. 
(Harvard). London and New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 
1899. P P- xv+336. $1.50. 
This book, by a well-known Unitarian minister, is an argument for 
Spiritualism of the higher kind. The author surveys the beliefs con- 
cerning the future existence of man which have been held at various 
times and by various great teachers. He begins with primitive ideas, 
and then reviews successively the ideas of the Old Testament, of Paul, 
of Jesus, of the Middle Ages, of the existing Protestant denominations, 
and of the modern agnostics. He is thus brought to Spiritualism, 
which he presents in five chapters. In an appendix he gives us some of 
his own experiences with mediums, whom he prefers to call "psychics." 
The design of the entire study is to show that there is crying need of 
Spiritualism to answer the doubts of the mind and satisfy the craving 
of the heart. With the great majority of Christians this course of 
reasoning will avail but little. Their doubts and cravings are satisfied 
by the revelation of future life contained in the New Testament. For 
Dr. Savage, however, this revelation is not worth much. He finds that 
Paul was dominated by the views current among the Jews of the first 
century. He is quite uncertain as to what the views of Christ were, 
and the resurrection of Christ he does not even mention. It is no 
wonder that he turns to Spiritualism for light. It is easy for him to 
show the great need of Spiritualism, if one grants his interpretations 
of Paul and Christ. But few will do that. It is to be hoped that his 



